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Probini Dedicates Doihari
Girls’ Dorm (left), Uzirpur
Boys’ Dorm; 2 Computer

Pathshalas (Schools) in

June of 2009

A Report on Visit to Probini ... (see p3)
6/2009

A Nl
From Left: New Probini Boys’ Dorm; Computer School of Uzirpur; Opening of Computer School at SriRamKathi

Probini Foundation’s Regional Conference, June 12, 2009, SriRamKathi, Pirojpur District, Bangla-

desh: - Seeing vs. Understanding by Shuvo Dastidar
Admittedly, | had a role in The Probini Foundation that pretty much was one that fell into my lap. As the son of
Probini-founders, Drs Sachi & Shefali Dastidar, whatever was of interest to both of them would quickly become

a family activity when | was a child. However, it has been of my own volition that | have remained (see p 3)
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Contributor: Jahangir & Tanjim Alam, Drs Prof Thomas Angotti & Emma Matos, Mrs Nandita Bagchi, Ms Sabari
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AnnaPrasan (First
Rice Eating Cere-
mony) of Ayan son of
Surya & Ami Bhatta-
charya, Probini sup-
porters, was held on
April 4, 2009 at the
Bangladesh Hindu
Mandir temple of New
York. Ayan’s parents
made a special dona-
tion to Probini on that
occasion. Happy An-
naPrasan Ayan!

Loss:

We lost Mrs. Purabi
Nandi, a Probini Ana
th Bandhu (Friend of
the Orphan) honoree
and a former Probini
Secretary at a road
accident in late July
near her home on
Long Island. We will
miss her dearly!

Foundation laying of
Probini Dormitory at
the Gopalganj Tuttha-
mandra Sarajubala
Girls’ High School of
Bangladesh took
place on April 1, 09.
The Bhumi Puja
(prayer for the soil)
was led by monk Ji-
ban Maharaj, head of
Probini Boys Dorm at
Madaripur Ashram,
Bangladesh. Thou-
sands of mostly-poor,
oppressed-caste
Hindu peasants at-
tended the festivity in
that Muslim-majority
nation. Headmaster
of the school is Krish-
na Prasad Mandal
and the assistant
headmaster is Nabin
Kirtaniya. This is
Probini’s 8t capital
(building) project.

OnJune 13, 2009 a
profile of Sachi on a
marble tablet was un-
veiled by Malikanda
residents in Uzirpur,
Bangladesh in honor of
Probini Foundation.

Remember!

Your donations to
Probini are fully tax
deductible

PROBINI'S NEW SPONSOR: BAGANPARA SANTHAL TRIBAL VILLAGE SCHOOL,
BARDHAMAAN DISTRICT, WEST BENGAL STATE, INDIA
mu

A REPORT ON BAGAN-
PARA SCHOOL
Swami Vivekananda Vani Prachar
Samity is running a pre-primary
education center among op-
pressed-caste tribal community at

Baganpara Village. This village is
situated approx. 10 km away from
Samity headquarters in Durgapur
City of Barddhaman District of
West Bengal State of India, about
120 km northwest of Calcutta.
Mainly oppressed-caste and -tribal
peoples reside in this village. Most
of the villagers are illiterate and
economically backward. They are
mainly daily wage earners — pro-
fessions are like laborer in field-
garden, firewood and sal leaf pick-
ers. Here literacy rate is very low.
Samity has opened a Pre-Primary
Education Centre for children of
age group 3 yrs to 8yrs.

Twenty children are getting bene-
fit from the center. All the children
are provided with educational ma-
terials, tiffin, dress etc. The name
of the center is VIVEK VIDYALAYA.
Sri Bhairav Ruidas & Phatik Bauri
are two parent representatives of
this village who are taking active
part to run the center smoothly.
Two teachers — Srimati (Ms) Gouri
Guru & Manju Ruidas are taking
care of the children. The School
runs in the morning session.

By Nirmal Mondal (B.E.-lIT), Sec-
retary of Samity and Coordinator of
Probini-India centers.

Mr. Muhit Rahman of Cincinnati Helps in a Big Way!

Ohio resident, Bangladesh-born
Rahman was instrumental in
helping build a Probini Girls’
Dorm at a Bagerhat School. He
donated $7,500 dollars to Probini
and later helped open two
Computer Pathshalas (schools) at
Pranab Ashram Probini Building
at SriRamKathi (picture, left) and
at Probini Boys’ Dorm in Uzirpur,

both in coastal Bangladesh. His D-
Net organization donated compu-
ters and trained teachers. Rahman
is a graduate of Yale with MBA
from UCLA. He lives with his wife of
27 years and teenage kids Asif,
Deena and Nadia. Thanks a
million Muhit and Annie

Rahman!!!!

Assam Buddhist Vihar

Probini has built a girls’ dormitory.

Bankura, India—Probini provides
teachers at Purokonda Ashram
school for the poor.

Barisal Poor College Student
Scholarship — at Ramakrishna
Mission, Barisal, B’desh.

Calcutta Sishu Kalyan Parishad
[Children’s Welfare]
Orphanage, India - Probini
gives scholarships to girls.

Chirar Bandar Khochna School,

Bangladesh Probini is
providing teachers.

Ramakrishna
Bangladesh

Comilla
Orphange,

Probini is providing scholarships ~

to several boys.

Orphanage,
India - Probini is providing eachers’ salary.

Bagerhat-Khulna AndharManik Girls’

PROBINI PROJ

Dibrugarh,
Office, [2] Ti
Road Slum, 1

High School:
teachers.

INDIA

&
P

BANGLADESH

Dhaka Girls Orphange Society, 1908, Bangladesh —

Probini is providing scores of scholarships to girls for

school education.

Dinajpur Harijan Palli Sri RamaKrishna Bidyalaya

[Improvement
Probini is provi

Durgapur Schools at [1]

' Bangladesh -

ECTS

Vivekananda Samiti’s
lak Road Slum, & [3] Mahiskapur
ndia - Probini is providing salaries for

Gandhi Ashram Trust, Noakhali,
Bangladesh Probini is providing
scholarships for school children.

Jagatpur Ashram Orphanage
(1898), Chittagong, Bangladesh —
Probini is supporting several boys’ &
girls’ education.

Madaripur Pranab Ashram,
Bangladesh - Probini is providing
salaries for teachers and has built a
boys’ dormitory.

Mahilara Ashram School, Barisal,
Probini is providing
teachers and built a school.
Nandigram, Medinipur, India—
Probini is providing teachers at
Kasturba Gandhi Memorial School.

Netrokona Manab Kalyan Kami
of Mankind] Orphanage, B’desh
ding student scholarships, has created

agricultural projects for self-sufficiency in food and has

[Free School of the Sweeper’s Colony], Bangladesh —

Probini is providing salaries for teachers.
Tribal

Dhowa Danaga Santhali

Village School,

Bardhamaan, India—Probini is providing teachers at

primary school.

Doihari Sahid Smriti (Martyr's Memorial) Girl’s High
Bangladesh:

School, Swarupkathi,

built a girls’ dorm.

Pirojpur SriRamKathi Pranav Shishu BidyaNiketan
School, Bangladesh
for teachers and has built a school building.

Probini is providing salaries

Uzirpur Surya Sen Anath Sishu Sadan [Orphanage],

Bangladesh -

Orphanage and

Probini has

rebuilt the cyclone-destroyed school and dorm.

Probini is supporting students at the
has built a dorm kitchen.
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(From p 1) A Report on Visit to
Probini—by Muhit Rahman

OnJanuary 2, 2009, | had the great
honor and pleasure of attending Probini’s
5th Annual Meeting held at the venerable
Dhakeswari Mandir in Dhaka, Bangladesh
as an invited guest. | had originally in-
tended to attend the annual meeting in
2008 as well but had been forced to can-
cel because of pressing priorities arising
from hurricane Sidr. In any event, | am
grateful to Ajoy Kumar Bose, my good
friend from D.Net who made sure that | did
not miss it this year.

All human beings are created equal and
created free — it should go without say-
ing. But sadly, such is rarely the case in
practice which makes it all the more impor-
tant to say it out loud, and to say it of-
ten. In Bangladesh, a country that was
born of the sacrifice of millions of largely
forgotten lives and the dreams of an often
forgotten secular ideal, freedom and
equality remain elusive for its many minori-
ties. | am sad to note that my belief that it
is the sacred duty of the majority to protect
and safeguard the rights of the minorities
is not popularly subscribed. In this con-
strained environment, Probini has been
working through the years to serve the
minority community and to promote coexis-
tence and understanding.

| was very moved by the accounts of the
representatives of the different organiza-
tions who expressed their gratitude to
Probini for being there to extend a helping
hand. The need may be great all around,
but often, all it takes is a very small help-
ing hand to make an enormous difference
in the trajectory of a person’s life—and
Probini is out there, every day, providing
that helping hand. Think of a person who
stumbles and falls: once he has fallen, it
takes quite a bit of effort to pick him back
up—especially if he has hurt himself. But
early enough in the act of stumbling,
sometimes all that is needed is for some-
one to be next to him so he can momentar-

ily reach out and regain his balance. Time
and again, Probini has been that some-
one. Probini may not have the resources
to pull people up after they have fallen and
hurt themselves. But by supporting the
myriad of educational and other related
activities, it serves as a strong presence
that keeps thousands of its beneficiaries
from stumbling and falling and hurting
themselves in the first place.

| hope to be able to continue to assist
Probini in my own meager manner and in
particular, support activities that promote
greater understanding and tolerance be-
tween different religious communities in
Bangladesh. And | thank everyone at
Probini for giving me, what my many Jew-
ish friends would call, a wonderful mitzvah
opportunity.

(From P 1, Regional Conference by Shuvo)

active in Probini and that | have made it a
large part of my life. As many of my peers
seek to climb whatever corporate ladder
may still exist in these times of worldwide
financial hardship, | have just come back
from a trip with my father to India & Bang-
ladesh that reaffirmed my interest & ef-
forts to address hardships that are truly so
much greater than my own.

This recent trip was not the first time that
| had visited Probini sites abroad to see,
first-hand, such hardships. Our trip was not
the first time that | was showered with the
sincere gratitude of entire communities
where Probini-funded projects can be
found. Likewise, this was not the first time
that | felt somewhat uncomfortable being
engulfed by a mass of spectators whose
number could rival an American Idol audi-
tion turnout. However, this was in fact the
first time that | truly understood the reason
for the efforts of The Probini Foundation. It
was only because | brought my laptop with
me on our "trek" that | was able to under-
stand why The Probini Foundation's work is
S0 important.

On pictures my father already had and
even those that | saw on my computer
screen immediately after taking them | did

see the devastation from tropical storms, |
saw faces of needy children, & | saw the
successes of Probini so far. But that is all
one can do with photographs and/or a
laptop: see. The flight from New York to
Kolkata and Kolkata to Dhaka, auto-
rickshaw racing to catch the trawler to
nowhere, plus the blistering heat "over
there" compared to "over here", intermit-
tent electricity, and no internet access are
needed to understand why my father and |
were treated like royalty and why The
Probini Foundation exists. We are helping
to educate and assist those who would
otherwise be overlooked and these people
do, in fact, know and honestly appreciate
this. | have cute and beautiful pictures of
children and adults | met from our recent
trip to a few sites Probini provides funding
for, | enjoy looking at these pictures to see
how my trip over to India and Bangladesh
allowed me to understand what these pic-
tures mean.

| already have put up 2 pages of pictures
from our trip on my personal Facebook
site, they can be seen even without a Face-
book account at: http://www.facebook.
com/album.php?aid=89890&id=
736638423&|=ab0bdcd6f3 & http://
www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=
89957&id=736638423&I=06e8447896.

The conferences was attended by repre-
sentatives from Bagerhat, Dhaka, Doihari,
Gopalganj, Madaripur, Mahilara, SriRam-
Kathi, Rajoir, and Uzirpur, along with
Probini Subcontinent Chair Dr. Ananta
Kumar Roy, Muhit Rahman’s D-Net repre-
sentatives Ajoy Bose and Azad.

News:

Patrizia Mukherji (New Jersey) asked her
friends and relations to donate to Probini
in lieu of gifts on her birthday. Thanks.

Durgapur (India) centers organized a
Student’s Science Fair in January of 09.

Bankura (India) center organized a Free

Eye Clinic for the orphanage and villagers
on August 28, 20009.

[ 1 Sponsor $500
Name

Address

Yes, 1/We/Our organization would like to help

[ ] Patron $250

I'd like to help!

[ 1 Donor $100

Please make checks payable to The Probini Foundation
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VISIT TO PROBINI’S INDIAN PEOJECTS

BY Prof. Dr. Tom Angotti and Dr. Emma Matos
Ramos, Brooklyn, New York

In March of this year we were delighted to
visit several schools in Durgapur (India) sup-
ported by Probini Foundation. During our visit
we were accompanied by Nobu and Rupa
who teach computer skills, and their loving
son Raj. We were greeted with warm hospital-
ity by students, parents and teachers wher-
ever we went. Students shared their work
with us, including things they learned and
things they made. They recited, sang and
danced for us, and they let us join in when we
wanted. But the most indelible impression we
left with was the dedication to learning and
self-improvement by everyone. The approach
to education is holistic and combines all as-
pects of self-development. This is why even
our small financial contributions will go a long
way—they make it possible for more young
people to attend classes and participate in
the learning experience. We were surprised to
learn how long the day is for children who
also go to public schools and often have to
walk distances to get there.

We were impressed by our visit to two model
villages where Swami Vivekananda Vani
Prachar Samity runs educational programs.
The Ankadara and Dhoadanga model (tribal
Santhali) villages are part of a development
project supported by the Durgapur Steel
Plant, which provided funds to build the
schools. But the Probini-supported organiza-
tion is fully responsible for the educational
programming without which the buildings
would be meaningless. In these villages the
education of children is one part of a broader,
integrated effort to improve the lives of villag-
ers of all ages. This includes improvements to
existing homes and sanitary facilities, health
services and employment programs. A rela-
tively simple and low-cost innovation, a
vented kitchen stove (a smokeless chulha),
was introduced that helps to minimize indoor
smoke and temperature. This was preceded
by educational workshops in the village that
deal with public health. There is also prenatal
and postnatal training for parents. In Dur-
gapur we also visited a clinic providing medi-
cal services at a modest cost and a small
enterprise run by women that produces soap.

The Probini Foundation
80-56 251°' Street
Bellerose, NY 11426
718-343-0189
probini@hotmail.com

U.S. Ambassador & Bangla Minister at
Probini ‘s Mahilara

£, =

Ambas-
sador in
Bangla-
desh Hon.
Moriarty
and Bang-
ladesh Agriculture Minister Hon. Matia Chowd-
hury visited Probini-supported Mahilara Ashram
School at historic 18th Century Mahilara Mott
in Barisal District which was attacked in 2001
during pre-election anti-Hindu pogrom. All the
local Hindus were then cleansed, including the
school’s head after armed threat, and were not
allowed to vote. InJanuary 2002 several Ameri-
cans met at the U.S. Embassy in Dhaka to ap-
praise of the precarious situation of Hindu and
other non-Muslim minorities. Then delegation
also met with the winning Member of Parlia-
ment registering their objection.

Honoree Marbach (2nd fr left), Pu Folks (5th)

PROBINI'S 15t ANNUAL NEW YEAR / NABA-
BARSHA [1st BAISAKH] CELEBRATION AND
AWARD PRESENTATION was held on Saturday,
April 25, 2009 in Queens, New York City. A

large and diverse population attended the
festivity. This year Probini presented Anath
Bandhu (Friend of the Orphan) Award to Ms.
Marta Delgado, Philanthropist, and to Mr.
Saumya Nandi, Philanthropist, both of Chi-
cago; and Samaj Bandhu (Friend of the Com-
munity) to Ms. Lois Marbach, Social Activist,
Mr. Brian Pu Folks, Esq., Social, Activist, and to
Hon. Mark Weprin, NY Assemblyman, all of
New York. Several individuals were presented
Chhatra Bandhu (Friend of Student) for helping
build Gopalganj Probini girls’ dorm. Special
guests were Hon. Anita Saunders, Superinten-
dent, New York City School District 26; Hon.
Tom Rafael, Judge, New York City and Profes-
sor Dr. Arvin Ghosh, Educator & Author, New
Jersey.

Letter: Dear Probini:

Namaskar. | am proud of, and inspired by
your dedication and the good work that have
been done in the last two decades. Here’'s my
humble contribution.

In Delhi last year | saw that all the rickshaw-
wallas and household help were Bangladeshi
Muslims. An article in your newsletter on the
survival or lack there of Hindu minority will be
welcome especially since (some of ) your
schools are run by Ramakrishna Mission and
others in historically important places like
Noakhali (Bangladesh), Nandigram (West Ben-
gal), etc.—Geeta Shah (New York)

Note from Sachi G. Dastidar on June 2009 trip
to Subcontinent with Secretary Shuvo Dastidar
I visited 17 Bangladeshi and Indian districts for
Probini Foundation (New York) with Shuvo G.
Dastidar of New York in connection with open-
ing of [a] Shahid Smriti (Martyrs’ Memorial)
Girls’ High School’s cyclone destroyed girl’s
Probini dormitory and classrooms at Doihari,
Pirojpur District; [b] Opening of Probini Com-
puter School at SriRamkathi Pranab Ashram; [c]
Opening of a boys’ Probini dorm at Uzirpur,
Barisal District, [d] Opening of Probini Com-
puter School at Malikanda village, Uzirpur, Bari-
sal District, all in Bangladesh; [e] Providing
teachers at BaganPara Tribal School in Barddha-
man District, and [f] at Bankura Purbachal
School both of West Bengal State, India.



